GANG LETTER

FALL – 2003

FILL IN THE BLANK

1.  Now that summer is over, almost all of my time is spent in the “world of work.”

· Tons of work at Boxerwood including the startup of a new watershed program for 6th graders—but less than 2 more weeks of class visits.

· Teaching for UVA (started and finished another class in Northern VA and just started another one in Lynchburg, the heart of the Bible belt)

· Help with a local campaign (a Green friend [and Friend] gone Independent to try for a seat as a delegate [state rep.])—but election tonight, haven’t heard results yet.

· Some preliminary work on next April’s Woods Creek Restoration Day—it will be great!

2. For fun, I have been:

· Taking Jack to obedience class (we completed Level One!)

· Adopted a second dog, a Jack look alike; named him Happy because he is and makes us feel that way

· To the Chesapeake Bay with 26 6th graders and two wonderful 6th grade teachers and my friend Frog (for another CBF program on Smith Island—3 days)

· Walking from Boxerwood downstream to show kids lots of cool stuff (numerous times—reminds me of the movie Groundhog Day)

· Making apple cider

· Having a new neighbor:  Will Townes.  He is the son of the owners of the octagonal log cabin and moved in (from Montana) 3 weeks ago.  He’s going to build me a small barn.  On Sunday we drove all over the county taking pictures of barn designs we liked.  

3a.  Time spent with friends has just been snippets here and there, cherished moments in this, the busiest of seasons at Boxerwood. 

3b.  Time spent with family has largely been left up to Joanna.  Mom fell and broke her leg while visiting in Japan and had to have surgery.  Joanna stayed by her side like an angel for 3 weeks—keeping her company and interpreting for Mom and her doctor.  Mom is back in Boulder now and I will go out there (Paige!) from Nov. 16-21.  Thank you, Joanna!

3. Movies I have really enjoyed have been:  Sacred Balance (PBS special)

4. Good books I have read are you kidding?  I’m 4 weeks behind on my Time magazine.  Hope to read Lee Smith’s new novel on the trip to Boulder or over Thanksgiving (at the Bay with Frog). 

5. My reaction to current events is:   pain with a twist of I told you so.  What a mess.  Hopefully something good will come of it, namely people will have to notice that there’s something fishy about the Bush Administration.

6. My best memories of our trip to Virginia are: 

· The first night and morning in Washington—when we were all fresh with excitement to be together 

· Carriage ride with Peter

· Card games on the deck

· The bridge cracking and cracking us up

· Caving, esp. everyone’s gumption and awe 

· Eating that southern fried chicken at Mill Creek Cafe

8.  That’s it for now – if I try to say more, I’ll never get this done!  signing off - 

Love to you all, Mollie

